SFigure 1. Bile duct ligation in rats induces cirrhosis. (A-B)
Compared to SHAM-rats, the BDL-rats gained less weight (n=7/group). One week after surgeries, the BDL-rats weighed less than the SHAM-rats. By 2nd week, the BDL-rats started to gain weight, however, during the study period their weight remained less than the SHAM-rats. At euthanasia, presence of ascites was recorded and the liver surface was inspected and graded as nodular or smooth. Almost all BDL-rats developed (C) ascites and (D) nodular liver, while the SHAM-rats had normal livers and no ascites (n=19-21/gp.). The harvested livers were fixed, paraffin-embedded and their sections stained with hematoxylin &eosin at local core facility. (E) Representative H&E-stained liver sections indicate that the BDL-rats had cirrhotic livers with extensive ductular proliferation.
In the liver section from SHAM-rats, the bile duct is indicated by an arrow head. In the liver section from BDL-rat, among many bile ductules, some are indicated by the asterisks in their lumen. These data validated that the BDL-rats had cirrhosis at euthanasia. * P < 0.05, ** P < 0.01, and *** P < 0.001 when compared to SHAM-rats.
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